Dune RPG canned

Wizards of the Coast have cancelled their Dune: Chronicles of the Imperium tabletop role playing game, citing resource constraints and contractual issues.

“In light of recent restructuring at Wizards, the Tabletop Roleplaying Games business team has decided to focus our internal resources on the production of our premiere RPG lines (D&D, Forgotten Realms, and Star Wars). … We must also announce that, due to resource constraints and contractual issues, it has become necessary to cancel the two Dune products: the Dune Roleplaying Game and Voice from the Outer World”


[Ref: http://www.wizards.com/dune/welcome.asp ]

In response, David Portela has made an online petition to bring back the cancelled RPG. At time of writing this newsletter, there are over 450 signatures.


http://www.123petitions.com/cgi-bin/system/sign1.cgi?id=david@portela.com$2
Emperor Unit of the Week

The official Emperor: Battle for Dune website is going to be posting a "featured unit of the week". This week’s unit can be found in the Spoiler Section at the end of this newsletter, or at the Emperor home page,


http://www.duneemperor.com/
Also at FED2k’s Emperor unit page (with other units as well):


http://www.dune2k.com/duniverse/emperor/units.shtml
Emperor Interview

Daily Radar has a new interview with Chris Longpre. Again, nothing really new, apart for a new in-game screenshot of Giedi Prime, which can be viewed here:


http://www.dune2k.com/viewimg.shtml?/images/emperor/gameplay/OrdosOnGiediPrime_Big.jpg
Daily Radar interview - http://www.dailyradar.com/features/game_feature_page_2099_1.html
Dr. McNelly Writes about the Dune Encyclopedia 

Dr. Willis McNelly, complier of the Dune Encyclopedia posted on the alt.fan.dune newsgroup last weekend:

“FYI, the Dune Encyclopedia was not written by "Dune fans." Rather it was the considered extrapolations of a group of scholars in the academic community whom I personally selected. FH gave me virtual carte blanche to do as I pleased with the book, and told the publisher that I was the only academician whom he would approve for assembling the DE. It took about three years to put together, from the time the original idea came to me and the time of publication. While not all contributions are of equal value, and while some are purposely off beat or dryly humorous {see the essay on Cheops which tells you everything about the history of the game but nothing about how it is played}, remember that the DE purports to be written by scholars who have mined the Rakis Hoard. And the Hoard was "saved" by the GED and thus reflects his quirks, foibles, prejudices, preferences, and so on. Thus, inevitably, the DE is in a sense "skewed" by that fact.

“Also FYI, by some cosmic coincidence, I was writing to Berkley/Putnam suggesting that I do a DE as a logical continuation or commentary on the first novels at EXACTLY the same day that a letter from Peter Israel, president of Putnam, was received asking if I would be interested.

“Moreover, remember too that the Herbert estate holds the copyrights to all of the material in the DC, and I doubt very much if it would approve of anyone, this writer included, of doing anything with the material that might impinge on their rights.”
The Dune Encyclopedia was published in 1984, and is the source Westwood got the name “House Ordos” (page 273, Corgi Edition) and the Ordos’ insignia, which is House Wallach’s insignia in The Dune Encyclopedia (page 276, Corgi Edition).

Emperor Minimum Requirements

Meatball posted on the official Emperor: Battle for Dune messageboard about the approximate minimum system requirements for Emperor:

“You're going to want a minimum of around a P2-400 w/ 64 megs of RAM. Of course a higher end system will get you better performance.”

Official Emperor messageboard - http://messagebrd.westwood.ea.com/cgi-bin/boards/emp/english/Ultimate.cgi?action=intro
FED2k Poll Results

The last FED2k poll has ended with the results below:

What rating would you give the Dune miniseries?

31.1% - (71 Votes) - Excellent

20.6% - (47 Votes) - Couldn't Watch It

19.7% - (45 Votes) - Good

13.1% - (30 Votes) - Didn't Watch It

9.2% - (21 Votes) - Average

6.1% - (14 Votes) - Poor

Total Votes: 228 

In light of the estimate minimum system requirements, the current poll asks you if you will need to upgrade your computer.


http://www.dune2k.com/
Davo (Davo@dune2k.com)

- Newsletter Manager
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Spoiler Section

Westwood’s featured unit of the week this is the Atreides “Sand Bike”, which was originally called the Trike.

“The Sand Bike is the Atreides' primary scout vehicle. The Duke has employed these relatively inexpensive units on countless planets for recon missions and light raids. With only a light cannon for anti-infantry work and thin armor, its main means of protection is speed. Most Sand Bike pilots do not want to be caught deep into enemy territory when the heavy fighting breaks out.”

