# HARKONNEN MONTH #

Westwood has announced it's "Harkonnen Month" on the official Emperor: Battle for Dune website, and will be posting new info on House Harkonnen in February. To kick off Harkonnen Month, Westwood released a Harkonnen cutscene video, and a Harkonnen themed MP3 music sample.

Harkonnen cutscene video (11.7 Mb) –

ftp://ftpupdat.westwood.com/pub/press/emperor/harkonnen-cutscene.mpg
Harkonnen MP3 music (722Kb) –

ftp://ftpupdat.westwood.com/pub/press/emperor/harkonnen-legacy.mp3
# EMPEROR UNIT OF THE WEEK #

This week’s unit of the week is (you guessed it) a Harkonnen one and its description can be found at the official Emperor website or in the spoiler section at the end of this newsletter.

Official Emperor: Battle for Dune website –

http://www.duneemperor.com
New rendering of this week’s unit of the week –

http://www.dune2k.com/viewimg.shtml?/images/emperor/units/H-InkvineCatapult-Big.jpg
# NEW EMPEROR PREVIEW AND SCREENSHOT #

Computer and Video Games has posted a preview of Emperor. While the preview is not much more than an announcement of the game, it does contain a new in-game screenshot.

Computer and Video Games preview of Emperor –

http://www.computerandvideogames.com/story.cfm?sid=2116&filter=3
New in-game screenshot –

http://www.dune2k.com/viewimg.shtml?/images/emperor/gameplay/AtreidesBase_Big.jpg
# NEW PRIZE SYSTEM FOR WW-ONLINE #

Westwood Online has change their method of awarding prizes for Westwood tournaments. Instead of randomly drawing names out of everyone who has played 25 plus games and giving them a prize, Westwood is now awarding everyone (if eligible) who finishes in the top 25. For example with Dune 2000, each House has 25 winners, receiving this month a Red Alert 2 Soviet mouse pad.

Westwood Online announcement on the tournament winning changes –

http://westwood.ea.com/westwoodonline/tournaments/trnnews.html
# FED2k POLL RESULTS #

“When will you upgrade your system to play Emperor with an estimated requirement of a PII-400/64MB RAM?”

- 56.5% - (125 Votes) - Won't need to upgrade

- 19% - (42 Votes) - I can't afford an upgrade

- 13.1% - (29 Votes) - Before the game comes out

- 10.8% - (24 Votes) - After the game is out

Total Votes: 221 

A new poll has been posted that asks what is your favourite subhouse from Emperor.

# LAST WEEK’S FED2k NEWSLETTER #

There may have been some problems with the mailing of last week’s newsletter. If you didn't receive a copy, head over to the FED2k’s newsletter section where you can find an archive of all newsletter issues in .doc format. 

Davo (Davo@dune2k.com)

- Newsletter Manager
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# SPOILER SECTION #

Unit of the week, the Harkonnen Inkvine Catapult –

“The Inkvine catapult, named for the creeping plants native to Giedi Prime, is a fairly recent edition to the Harkonnen arsenal. Although the slave whips fashioned from the plant's vines had been a standard Harkonnen torture device for millennia, the technology needed to augment the toxicity and employ the viscous fluid in warfare had all but escaped scientists. It wasn't until Rakan reached power that Harkonnen scientists and botanists were 'encouraged' by the Baron's top generals to promptly devise a method to bombard the opposition with projectiles filled with Inkvine juice. Thus, hearkening back to Earth's Dark Ages, the Inkvine Catapult was born.”

